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The United Church of  Canada

Office Hours
Monday to Friday: 8:30 - 12:00 noon and 1:30 - 4:00 pm
Summer Hours in effect April 26 - 29 and June 6 - Sept 2
Monday to Friday: 9:00 - 12:00 noon and 1:00 - 3:00 pm

McKillop United Church
2329 - 15 Ave. S.  Lethbridge, AB  T1K 0X5

(403) 328-2703  email: judy@mckillopunited.ca
www.mckillopunited.ca

Dates to Remember
 Apr 16!  UCW Coffee Party 10 am - 12:00
!  Lenten Meditation 7:00 pm
 Apr 17!  Palm Sunday 10 am & 11:30 am
 Apr 21!  Maundy Thursday Worship 7:00 pm
 Apr 22!  Good Friday Worship  10:00 am
 Apr 24!  Easter Sunrise Worship 8:00 am
!  Breakfast & Easter Hunt 8:30 - 9:45 am
!  Easter Worship (Traditional)  10:00 am
 Apr 30!  CGIT Brunch 11:00 am - 1:00 pm
 May 1!  CGIT Grad at 10:00 Worship
 May 7!  Over 80 Tea 1:30 pm
 May 29! Baptism Sunday
 Jun 5!  Outdoor Worship & Picnic at 11:30 am
 Jun 12!  All United Worship at
!  McKillop at 10:30 am
 Jun 18!  Neighbourhood Market
 Jun 19!  Pride Service at 11:30 am followed by
!  Pancake breakfast

UPCOMING EVENTS

Easter Week
Maundy Thursday Worship at 7:00 pm

Good Friday Worship at 10:00 am
EASTER SUNDAY

Easter Sunrise Worship (contemporary) at 8:00 am
Breakfast and Easter Hunt  8:30 - 9:45 am

Easter Worship (Traditional)  10:00 am

“Over 80” Tea
Saturday, May 7th 
Worship & Communion 1:30 pm
Tea at 2:00 pm
Do you know anyone whoʼs 80 years 
old or older?  Weʼd like to hear from 
you so we can invite them to our tea. 
Please contact the church office 
(403-328-2703) if you know of 
someone who is over 80 (including 
yourself!) and would like an invitation!

CGIT Spring Brunch
	
  Saturday, April 30th  

11am - 1pm
	
  This	
  Spring	
  Brunch	
  will	
  include	
  

sandwiches,	
  sweets,	
  and	
  a	
  
fabulous	
  bake	
  table.	
  

$7	
  for	
  adults	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  $4	
  ages	
  6	
  -­‐	
  13	
  
Children	
  under	
  5	
  are	
  free.	
  

The	
  proceeds	
  of	
  the	
  Spring	
  Brunch	
  
will	
  help	
  to	
  cover	
  costs	
  for	
  

our	
  weekend	
  camp.	
  

Join with McKillop and other 
local United Churches for 

 ALL-UNITED Worship
 Sunday, June 12
 10:30 AM
 at McKillop 
 United Church

McKillop Neighbourhood
Flea Market

Saturday  June 18th 
8:00 am - 2:00 pm

more info inside

mailto:judy@mckillopunited.ca
mailto:judy@mckillopunited.ca


...from Trevor’s Desk
! I donʼt know about you, but I am sure looking forward to the 
blossoming of spring and the coming of summer.  It has been a long winter 
of waiting for the green of new life and the warmth of spring.   In a way, the 
season of Lent and Easter in our Christian life is like the transition of the 
seasons.   We have periods of waiting.  We have periods where it doesnʼt 
seem like much is happening.  We have periods when new life explodes with 
anticipation and resurrection.   
!
" During this season of Lent, we have been exploring what it means to 
have a fully human life.  I think it is something many of us are looking for.  
How do we live life with abundance?  How do we let our highest potential 
and authenticity come alive?  How do we not let the little stresses of life take 
us over?  How do we find a spiritual life in every  moment?  How do we let our deep spiritual life guide our 
values and decisions?  How do we find freedom and courage to be all we can be and give this to our 
families, community and the world?   I think these were questions Jesus wrestled with and brought to the 
people who were searching for a fulfilling life too.  
!
" I think Jesus believed everybody  could discover a deep spiritual reality in their lives; everybody was 
worthy of inclusion in community; everybody had a potential to live and give; and everybody was the Divine 
waiting to wake up  to the sacredness of life and love.  I think that he was not willing to sacrifice these 
principles or values in the face of religious and political threats and death.  In the end Jesus was crucified 
for these values and challenging the status quo – yet the Resurrection as a symbol proclaims that when 
anybody invests in life, love, and gives their life for the Divine that is found in everything and everybody, 
death never has the last word.   The Resurrection is an invitation for us to live boldly and authentically 
even when fear, anxiety, and resistance are in our midst.  

!
" I also feel the Resurrection and Pentecost (the coming of 
the Spirit) invites us to let the wildness of the Divine loose in 
our lives.  The first disciples actually ran away in terror after 
they discovered the empty tomb – it wasnʼt some great 
celebration and joy.  It was terror and fear at the 
unpredictability and wildness of giving oneself over to a 
spiritual journey, to the Spirit within everything.  It is discovering 
that life is greater than our perceptions and expectations and 
actually  beyond us.  It is growing into the awareness that we 
are invited into the flow of life instead of controlling it.
!
" As I ponder all this, I feel, as a community  of faith, we are 
in the midst of these seasonal transitions. It is uncertain.  It is 
tiring at times. It is also exciting.  We are waiting for the JNAC 
report.  We are waiting to see what direction we will take.  We 
are bringing new awareness to our values and spiritual life as a 
church.  I am so thankful for all the people who are contributing 
and stepping up for our health and spirit as we wait.  For, if the 
Resurrection is true, if spring and summer are right around the 
corner … then something unexpected and beyond our 
imagination is waiting for us.   The wildness of the Spirit is 
inviting us to live boldly, creatively, and authentically.  I wonder 
what is waiting?   If we are truthful, it will bring terror to our 
hearts, and at the same time life, life in abundance.

Saturday, May 7th 
7:00 - 10:00 PM 

Join us at McKillop for a free 
dance with entertainment 
provided by Moondancers  

(a band made up of many of 
our CTS musicians!)   

See you then!

Get ready
for



UCW Coffee Party 
and Bake Sale
Saturday, April 16   
10:00 am - Noon

$5
Easter Theme

W a t c h  f o r  u p c o m i n g  d e t a i l s  o n  t h e 
A n n u a l  H o u s e  T o u r !

Congratulations to Terry Vogt, 
recipient of the Lethbridge 
College 2011 Distinguished 
Alumnus Award. Canyon Church Camp is a co-ed camp open to children 6 – 18 years 

of age, regardless of religious denomination.  We offer Bible study, 
crafts, active games, water play and plenty of hiking in an inclusive 
Christian community in the rugged wilderness of Waterton Lakes 
National Park.

Camps! ! ! Dates! ! ! Ages
Womenʼs Retreat! ! June 10 - 12! ! any and all
Family Camp ! ! ! June 17 - 19! ! any and all
Leadership! ! ! July 1 - 3! ! 15 - 18 years
Intro Camp I! ! ! July 3 - 5! ! 6 - 10 years
Junior I! ! ! July 3 - 8! ! 6 - 10 years
Junior II! ! ! July 10 - 15! ! 8 - 11 years
Junior III! ! ! July 17 - 22! ! 11 -13 years
Junior IV! ! ! July 31 - Aug 5! 9 - 12 years
Intermediate I! ! ! Aug 7 - 12! ! 12 - 15 years
Intermediate II!! ! Aug 14 - 19! ! 15 - 18 years

Registration forms can be picked up from bulletin board in the long 
hallway (between Choir Room doors).

CANYON CHURCH CAMP

Renewing	 Relationship	 Weekend
The	 marriage	 enrichment	 event	 (March	 4	 &	 5)	 took	 place	 with	 eleven	 diverse	 couples	 
(younger,	 older,	 straight	 and	 lesbian,	 with	 babies,	 teenagers	 &	 empty	 nests)	 participating.	 It	 
was	 both	 a	 reflective	 and	 romantic	 time,	 and	 couples	 went	 away	 thankful	 for	 the	 time	 
together,	 the	 good	 food,	 and	 the	 stimulation	 of	 the	 event.	 	 Feedback	 was	 generally	 quite	 
positive.	 	 Leadership	 couples	 --	 the	 Odorskis,	 Briggs	 &	 Shillingtons	 --	 tentatively	 plan	 a	 
similar	 event	 in	 two	 years	 time	 (March	 2013).	 	 Stay	 tuned!

MOTHER’S DAY
Sunday, May 8th

The Vital Link Band will be 
playing at both worship times.Join 

us at “Coffee Between” for cake!

The Pastoral Care Committee will be 
accepting donations at “Coffee Between” on 
April 10th and 17th to buy flowers for 
Easter Sunday in memory of loved ones.

News from the 
United Church of Canada
McKillop  has been asked (1 of 
200 congregations out of 3300) to 
participate in a new church-wide, 
survey-based, research initiative. 
The research will update the 
U n i Tr e n d s s t u d y t h a t w a s 
completed 14 years ago and 
provide fresh insights that will help 
us faithfully  plan the future of our 
church.  More specifically, the 
results will help us prepare for the 
41st General Council in 2012 and 
set priorities for decision-making 
regarding programs and policies 
for the next several years. 
McKillop  members will be asked 
to participate by completing an 
online questionnaire.  We will 
receive a customized report on 
the specific findings of our own 
congregation.

We honour and love you



A Tip of the           to:
- All the “tech” people that help out during 
worship each week.

- the Sr. Choir for the wonderful anthem Sunday 
and for organizing the successful “Cuban 
Carnivale”.

- 14th McKillop Scouting for another great Shrove 
Tuesday Pancake Supper.

- Marilynn Davies for organizing ‘Coffee Between’, 
serving as Scouting secretary, and all the 
worship related behind-the-scenes work she does.

- Jerri, Doreen, Pam and everyone who helped 
with Trevor’s 40th Birthday celebration.

- Ruth and the Vital Link youth for the great lunch 
at the Annual Congregational meeting.

- Bev Nagata, Donna Stafford, and Roz Jorgensen 
for making the lunch for the M & P workshop, 
and the entire M & P Committee for hosting.

- Bill Fox who has done an outstanding job at snow 
removal this long, long winter.

- Ron Hoar for so capably serving as Church 
Council Chair for 4 years, and doing it with 
humour!

- Terry & Mary Shillington, Joel & Alanna Odorski, 
and Gary & Joanne Briggs for leading the 
“Renewing Relationship” weekend.

- the Stewardship Committee for working so hard 
for our congregation and the local community. 

- Michelle MacMillan, Joan Rogers, Jill McNally & 
Serena Visser for their music at the Ash 
Wednesday service.

Continuing Adult Programs...
Adult Programs still in progress:
- Inner Quest Book Study
- Thursday Evening Book Study
Why don’t you come & try these programs:
Lectionary Bible Study meets Wednesday 
mornings at 9:30 am. (no Bible Study on 
Wednesday, April 27th)
Tea & Talk  is on the 1st Friday of each month 
in June, July & August from 9:30 – 11:30 am.  
Casual conversation to keep in touch.
Walk the Labyrinth:    Tuesdays at 5:30 pm in 
the Upper Hall.  Join us for a special Easter 
Labyrinth Walk & Meditation on Saturday, 
April 16 at 7:00 pm.
UCW meet every month.  There are different 
groups that usually meet the 1st week of the 
month.  The next General UCW meeting is on 
May 25 at 6:00 pm (potluck supper).
Healing Pathways  to help you through 
difficult times.  Call into the office for an 
appointment (Wed. evenings at 7 & 8 pm; 
daytime as requested).

Just a reminder:  If you or a family member is 
admitted to hospital, PLEASE ask for your name 
to be put on the pastoral care/clergy  visiting list. 
This is the only way we know whoʼs in hospital. 
Our pastoral care visitors and clergy ONLY have 
access to the United Church list."

Ou r annua l Ou tdo o r Worsh i p and 
Ch u rch P i cn i c i s on Sunday, June 5t h, 
11:30 am .  L o c at i on t o b e anno unce d 
at a l a te r date .  L e t ’s h ope f o r g re at 
we at h e r l i k e l a s t ye a r !

Treasurer’s Report
" As of the end of March, we at McKillop 
are in a deficit of about $8,189.   We anticipate 
as the amounts towards the “I Believe” 
campaign continue to join our usual Sunday  and 
PAR contributions, that we will see this figure 
disappear and be replaced by a healthy 
balance.  
" As your treasurer, I would like to thank all 
the congregants of McKillop for their generous 
nature!  You give not only your financial support, 
but also your time and talents.  All of these gifts 
are appreciated.       However, with the quieter 
summer months coming we expect to see our 
weekly  giving drop.   So, we strongly encourage 
each member to consider going on PAR (if you 
arenʼt already there) which can help us by 
providing stability for the quieter times in the 
church.
            McKillop  strives to provide vibrant, active 
programs to help develop  the spiritual lives of 
members and seekers throughout their lives.  
Your continuing generosity  will keep these 
activities nourished and growing.

If you’d like to receive your McKillop 
Newsletters online, please contact the church 
office.   It’s much prettier online -- all colour, all 
the time!



from your M & P Committee...    
Our committee is currently focussed on providing 
and encouraging more communication within 
McKillop  so that the congregation and staff will be 
aware of what is happening, when it is happening 
and how it is happening.   We would like to 
encourage all the committees and organizations 
operating under the McKillop umbrella to do the 
same from time to time.   It is so important for the 
church family to be aware of all that is going on, both 
within the church walls and out in the Community as 
well.
    Life in the Ministry & Personnel camp has been a 
little less hectic in the new year.   We have 
welcomed Mark Sayers back into the fold after a 
short “sabbatical” and we are excited now to 
welcome Brett Carlson to our roster.   We know that 
Brett will be a great asset.       
" We are looking forward to an M&P All-Day 
Workshop, slated for Saturday, March 26th.   M&P 
Committees in our presbytery  have been invited to 
attend to learn more about the work of an M&P 
Committee and it will provide an opportunity to ask 
the questions that surface from time to time.   The 
Convener for the Workshop is Earl Raeburn, 
Personnel Minister in the United Church.
     We have also recommended to the Church 
Council that they provide a synopsis of their 
meetings and any decisions made, which will be 
published regularly in the Sunday Bulletin.   This is 
one more way of improving the communication 
levels again.
     Please feel free to contact any member of the 
M&P Committee if  you have concerns.

Roz Jorgensen/Donna Stafford (Co-Chairs)

LIBRARY NEWs
Check out some great reads we have in our 
McKillop Library.  Some newly acquired books 
are:

The Future of Faith by Harvey Cox - a 
universal trend about what it means to be 
ʻreligiousʼ today.

Oil and Water: Two Faiths, One God 
by Amir Hussain

A World of Faith: introducing spiritual 
traditions to teens by Carolyn Pogue

Prayer Starters by Elizabeth Stalling - to help 
you heal after loss.

Please remember to sign out your books.

Volunteer Church Custodians are needed 
for June, July & August when we give our paid 
custodians some well-deserved time off.  Of 
course, this also saves the church some money!  
Can you help??  Sign-up sheets will be posted 
on the custodian closet door.  Except for June, 
bathrooms are off the “to-do” list.  Best of all, 
there’s a wonderful barbeque at the end of the 
summer for everyone who helped out!

McK i l l op  o f f e r s TAXI 
RIDES to people who are 
unable to drive or car-pool 
with others to Sunday 
worship.  We ask for a 
nominal donation of $2 per trip ($4 round trip).  
If you want a ride, please call 5th Avenue Taxi at 
403-381-1111 by 9:00 am Sunday morning.  
Theyʼll advise you what time you will be picked 
up.  Return trips leave McKillop  at 11:20 am.  
For more info, call the McKillop office.

Summer Se r v ice s w i l l be combined w i th 
Fi rs t Un i te d Church .  We wi l l worship at 
Fi rs t Un i te d (502 – 13 St ree t N . ) dur ing 
the month of Ju ly and at McKi l l op in 
Augus t.  We hope you can jo in us at 10:30 
am .  Why no t br ing your summer v is i tors?



from Chair of Council...
" As the new chair of Council, I am still getting my feet wet, and 
wet or dry, they have big shoes to fill.  Ron Hoar served so admirably 
through his 2 year term, and then filled in for another 2 year term.  So 
big shoes, indeed!
" This is an exciting time for McKillopʼs Council, with many 
opportunities unfolding.  As I write this note I am “down south” getting 
away from winter for a bit, but this is what my dubious memory recalls:

- the JNAC Committee will report in April and the congregationʼs 
decisions based on that report will determine how we 
permanently deal with the vacancy created when Cathy moved.

- we have a new budgeting process wherein we are attempting to meet 
our expenses without relying on fundraisers.

- we have re-instated the Finance Committee
  and finally, at least for this newsletter:
- Council is making communication with the congregation a priority, 

initially by:
- posting on the Bulletin Board a summary  of meeting highlights 

immediately following each meeting and 
- including these highlights in the Sunday bulletin and on the 

website.
I look forward to serving as your Chair and encourage you to contact 
me at any time for anything (well, I wonʼt do your windows!).

Myrna Greene

"      The Mission & Social 
Action Committee is looking for a 
project that meets the following 
criteria: 
✓It should fill a local need
✓It should involve working as well 
as fundraising
✓The committee should seek 
participation from other sources 
like churches and fundraising 
agencies.
" If you have any thoughts 
on a project that would meet the 
criteria, please contact a member 
of the committee -- they would be 
happy to discuss it with you.
Members:  Bob  Anderson, Deb 
Lebeau, Bi l l Mayberry, Ian 
MacCulloch, Doug Petherbridge, 
Sharon Prenevost, Meg Simpson, 
Mary Shillington, Sherrill Smith

Mission 
& 

Social Action

McKIDS UNDER CONSTRUCTION
. . . Seems like we were planning the Advent Worship Drama just a few weeks ago, and now Easter is 

very close.  We have had a great time with the children making posters for 
each season of the church year – so far we have done Advent, Christmas, 
Epiphany, and Lent.  During our creating time, we have had a chance to 
discuss what stories in the Bible are a part of each season.  March 13, 20, 
and 27 have been our Mission Lessons – Hunger Awareness, On Being 
Different, and We Can Make A Difference.  The children acted out small 
skits to get the feel of watching someone eat at a table filled with food 
while they ate a spoonful of dry rice krispies; what children might feel 
when watching a group  skipping and playing ball and not being included 
because they were “different”; what small acts they could carry out to 

make the world a better place - recycling, giving away their gently used toys, books, and clothing, 
donating part of their allowance to help people living through terrible disasters such as the Japan 
earthquake and tsunami, treating everyone the way they would like to be treated.  We got shivers 
watching their solutions to each scenario.  These are wonderful, caring, loving, kind children and they 
are a delight to be with as together we learn how God wants us to live through the teachings of 
Jesus.  During the next month and the culmination of our Mission Lessons, we will be collecting 
toiletries such as shampoo, soap, toothpaste, toothbrushes, and deodorant to donate to the Native 
Womens’ Shelter.  Thank you for the privilege of working with your children.

Carolyn Stevenson, Karen Gay, Michele Montgomery, Marianne Stevens, 



February Outreach is no April Fools Joke!
 
This spring McKillop is inviting you to share your blessings with the community and 
church, as we launch “February Outreach” in April.  There was a tremendous 
response to the program last year and as a result we had more than $3900 to give for 
local outreach.  That money was used to help families, single parents, and students 
with unexpected emergency costs or to enable children to attend youth camps.  

How does it work?  During the month of April we encourage members of the congregation to give a little extra, 
and help push givings over the long term average of $22,500. All money over and above that amount will be 
donated to community outreach.

In 2010 your generosity enabled us to help stressed individuals and families make emergency 
payments on utilities, rent, and damage deposit. The money was also used to send children to 
camp, buy Christmas hampers for college students, and provide locks and necessities for 
Harbour House, which cares for women fleeing an abusive relationship.   
 

We thank you for your generosity and commitment to exceptional program, and we hope you’ll continue to 
support APRIL OUTREACH this year.  

FOR PEOPLE OR FAMILIES WHO GIVE THROUGH PAR (Automatic Bank withdrawal) NOW IS A GREAT 
TIME TO REVIEW YOUR COMMITMENT.  IT IS EARLY ENOUGH IN THE YEAR TO MAKE A SIGNIFICANT 
DIFFERENCE IN TERMS OF SUPPORTING MUSIC, WORSHIP AND MINISTRY AT MCKILLOP.  AND AT 
THE SAME TIME, YOU WILL BE CONTRIBUTING TO OUTREACH!   
 

Don’t m
iss the

 humon
gous 

McKillo
p Neigh

bourho
od 

Flea Ma
rket!

Saturday, June 18th  8 am to 2 pm
Treasures, Toys, Household Items,

Something for Everyone!

RENT YOUR OWN TABLE FOR ONLY $10
- A limited number of tables available to rent for only $10 to sell 

your own “garage sale” items or to promote your small business.
- Deadline to book a table is June 10th.  Please contact the church 

office (403-328-2703)  Book early before they are all gone!



Celebrations!

Weddings

Births

Baptisms

Sympathies

Happy Birthday to
Don Bessie and Ruth Maheu

who turned 90!

Allison Martin & Kevin McNaughton
January 8, 2011

Robbyn Martin & Brett Peckford
April 2, 2011

Violet Pearl Norsworthy
parents - Kale & Jennifer Norsworthy

March 20, 2011

Judy Martz & Kris Rach have a new 
grandson - Padraig Eamonn Doyle

born Jan. 7/11 to Pam & Eamonn

Tammy & Leslie Bolstad had a baby boy 
on January 28th - Russell Gordon.  A little 

brother for little Leslie and a new 
grandson for Connie & Lloyd Mercer.

Joyce Temple welcomed a new 
granddaughter on March 20/11.  

Her name is Farah and 
her parents are Doug & Lisa Temple.

Our sympathy goes out to those who have 
experienced loss in our midst the last few months....
(Memorial services that  took place with McKillop 
clergy)

Morris Brown
Michelle Kirkham
Annie Elaschuk
Don MacKay
Mary Carr
Roy Doram
Joan Lynn

Mary Duncan
George Woo
Les Talbot

Lilly Carlson
Eileen Urvold
Gordon Laurie

We also extend our sympathy to the following 
families on the loss of a loved one outside of 
McKillop in the last few months....

Diane & Craig Brack
Marty & John Wedgwood

Bob & Jane Kurina
Arron & Mickey Wilson
Serena & David Visser
Lynne & Lew Dennis

Iris & Richard Davison
May Balfour

Ray & Faye Taylor & family
Dave & Cheryl Rohovie

Maisie Jacobson
Mutita & Ron Wutke

Wes McElravy
Pat & Mark Sayers

Dayna & Tom Tilleman
David Orser

Harry & Bev Nagata
Joan Innes

Ron & Jan Hanzel
Kathy, Bill & Jessie Fox
family of Norma Skauge

Judy Martz & Kris & Emily Rach
family of Violet Hall

Eleanor Agnew
Alan & Lorna McPherson

Bernadette & Bob Stratychuk
Juanita Chipman

! If you have an exciting event (new 
baby, significant milestone anniversary or 
birthday) that has happened in your family, 
please let us know in the office.
" Help us keep  our church directory 
up-to-date.  If you have moved or changed 
your phone number or email address, 
p lease let us know. 403-328-2703  
judy@mckillopunited.ca


